BRITISH NATION: 
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Thurſday, February 23. 1710. 
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Caſe of poor Inſolvents, a Caſe I bave 

often ſpoken to, and for Remedy in 
which a Bill is now depending in the Houſe 
of Commons — I doubt not, but the 
Houſe, mov'd with a juſt Compaſſion for the 
Miſerable, whoſe Number is unuſually en. 
creas'd by the Calamity of the Times, will 
make what Proviſion they think proper 
againſt the Grievance we complain — 
But that this Proviſion may be made ef- 
feQual to anſwer the End for which the 


15 offerd a Word or two in the 


Parliament are follicited,' it ſeems very ne- 


ceſſary, that the Parties, who move for this 
Bill, ſhould rightly repreſent both the Miſ- 
chief and the ure And really it is for 
Want of this; that ſo many lame Laws 
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\ 


have already been made in this Behalf ; 
moſt of which, tho they bear handſome 
Titles for Relief of Creditors, for Relief of 
Inſol vent Debtors, and the like, yet have 
been ſo far from reaching the Root of the 
Diſeaſe, that they bave left the Thing 
worſe than they found it. 

It is in vain to look back upon the Abuſes 
and Miſapplications of theſe Laws z how 
Knaves have been deliver'd, and voneſt 
Men left behind ; bow little petty Debtors, 
that haye almoft gone to Priſon on purpoſe 
to come out again, have taken the Adyan- 


tage of theſe Ads, to cheat their Creditors 


of trifling Summs, which they could well 
enough have paid; and the real Objects 
of Compaſſion, of which the Nation _ 


f 
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and who owe their DeftcuQion to the in- dut Hope, and „ to the 


evitable Diſaſters of a tedious and to Trade 


4 ruinous War, lie in Miſery from Age t 
Age, and have no Relief or Hope from any 


of theſe Laws, 
This isjuft is it is in your Charity, where 


you rexieve the clamouring, noiſie, teizing 


Poor, who nie in the Streety, or at ygur 
Doori aul get the ſmall 2 from ybur 
Pockets, and the broken Meat from vour 
Kitchins, which Half of them have no Want 
of, but ſell again to be drunk with the 
Money — Whereas the Miſery and Po- 
verty of this Nation lies among poor la- 


bouring, dient Famimes, oppreſs'd and 
funk by Wat of Em 


| Reſentment of a furious Creditor=—..... 
| Whereas this is the real Object for whom 


a Law ſhould be made. 


2. Limſtation of Terms; and ! 
back to the late Act for the * 2 
Surtender— An AR: fairly propos d to ge- 
lie ve honeft, and puniſh the knay 
Bankrupt but turnd to its contfary Ex- 
treme by the Art of the Creditor, by a Li- 
— 9 7 I ſhall only mention, and 
lea Judgment fof the moſt impar- 
tial Obſervers to determine, whether it 
carries the. Face .of Jufti 


very Bankrup 


ploythent, Sickneſs, Laws, or no 
Loſs of the Husbands an Fathers th 


work'd for chm, and of Chit. 
dren—— If you wonld be charitable in 
:earneft, and remove Miſery from ou 
Theſe are the Poor you ſhould be con- 
cern'd for; of whnch bereafter. 

So in the Cafe of Inſolvency, here aze 
Petitions from Priſons, and miſerable Ob- 
jc& repreſented every Seſſiba of Parlia- 
ment, and frequent AQs have been made 
to relieve the naked diftre(ſs'd Bankrupt— 
But where is the Miſtake ? I thiok *tis 
plain=Tt has Jain ia the cruel Limitations 
always hook d into theſe Acts, by which 
the End has been defeated by theſe Limi- 
tations, I mean, Limitation of Sum, and 
Limitation of Conditions. 


1. Limitation of sum As if a Man, 
;thatown'd ten Thouſand Talents, and had 
not aeny left to pay em, was not as great 
an Object of Compaſſion, as he that 'ow?d 

but a hundred Pence — The Argument 15 


fair againſt out Practice; for the great 


Debror is the Mau to whom this Charity 
ſhould be ſhewn—The little Debtor might 
be 'oblig*d- to work for the Debt, or there 
being ſome Probability of his getting 
-wherewith. to pay it, might be let out, 
and a Bond taken to pay, if he became 
able. 
But the Mau that is ruin'd in great Bu- 
' fineſs,: and whoſe Debt is too heavy to hope 
for a Recovery, he lies without any View 
of the End of bis Diſtreſs, and pays with his 
Life the woful Account, be languiſhes with- 


ng 

e of his Ke as good 
Fence Ray Fraud as ' poſſible, 15 ws 
made ny for the Bankrupt to conceal 
any Part of his Effects The Penalties on 
his — to ſubmit to Examination, or 
to make t P er, yere ſuch; chat 
we have not ſeen one Mp dare 1 2 
it, and-at the ſame time vinture to flag in 
his Native Country; Thoſe that have at- 
tempted to avoid it, have been proſcribd 


in Print, Reward ſet on their Heads, and 


Deſcriptions given of their Perfons,- in or- 


det to their apprehended, juſt as we 


do with a Thief or a Murtherer. 

When all this was done, and the Bankrupt 
had honefily ftript himſelf naked, and left 
himſelf nor. his Family Bread to eat; what 
was he to expect? HIS. LIBERTY 
was his Requeſt, That he might ſtrive to 
feed his Wife and Children, and if paſi- 
ble recover in the World again 
And this was propbs'd as the Enconrage- 
ment to Men to be honeſt anti free in theic 


Diſroverv. 


When the Ad had thus brovg} t Credi- 
tor and Debtor to a State of juſt Equality, 
that the Creditor ſhould: command all the 


Dedtor had but his Life And the Debtor, 


tho' ſtript naked, ſhould yet, naked as. he 
was, be free. LOE! Andi confeſs. to my 
Surprize, a Clauſe. is.offer'd. and paſſes— 
That the Debtor ſhall be gblig'd iv Man- 
ner, and under the Penalties as. before, to 
forrender ad upon Qatb, and be fiript of 
| BE | 


is, what, If it 
I would cal bar- 
contrary both-to 


— 


a Je 22129885 1 2 . 
-I6is: alſo very rediarkable, That while 
thisA'was cat}y ing on in the #01/e without 
7 ana foley.” La warmly op- 
vr Traders, more than 


Ha % 
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Debtor'ls given up ſto he f 
Creditor, theſe very Gentlemen teftify'd, 
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. nothing 


that they had what they wanted, and not 


keep un only acquieſc'd in that AR, but ſollicited 


its being coation'd, when it was gear; ita Bx» 


And this is now. our Caſe in Zugiond: 
The Debtor js firſt ſtript by his Surrender 
on Oath, and on the Peril of the GaJJows g 
then put in Priſon by the mercileſs Credi- 
tor, to periſh-and-be *d; when he has 
left to pan, and when what he bad 
left to compound with is taken from him. 
If any Act of Parliament that iz en Foot, 
relieves the ſmaller Debtors, and leaves 
this Caſe unprovided for, I cannot ſee any 
Advantage in it ca the Nation, more than 


— — the Street Beggar, and 
leaving che diligent, modeſt Poor to ſtarve 
and be undone. 1 explain my ſelf 
farther ia my next. 1 


„ 
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E are all now waiting the Iſſue of 
Y. the Proceedings -againft the Do- 
rines of Paſſive- Obedience and Non-Re- 
ſiſtance iu the Trial of Dr. Sacheverel,, in 
which, withovt taking: any Manner of No 
tice of that Gentleman, or ofthe Fate which 
attends him one way ar vther, I cangot;buc 
obſerve ſome very odd Circumftances, 


which agitate the Minds of the People. of 
this Nation at this time I hall only 
mention them bere, and ſpeak larger to 


them, as they come in their Order. 


Firſt, The Folly of thoſe. Gentlemen, ho 
— — of theſe abſurd Tenents, 
flatter'd that Gentleman and themſelves 
with ſuch vain as that the Far- 
liament would drop the Thing That — 
would not, and fometimes that they co 
not, and not ſeldom that they durſt not go 
on with it, Theſe Things I need ſay no 
more to than this, after wbat has been ſaid 
and done already; (.) Of all Mev in 
the Nation you ſhould not have ſuggefted 
it, ſinee it is apparent, not the Door on- 
ly, but the Party eſpouling thoſe ridiculous 
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and the Ereedom of the Subject 
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Doftzines, bad brought the Parliament. 21 
moſt to a Neceſſity of going an with it 
And they might bave -abſere'd,; that 
eicher the Party muſt. be proſecuted and 
ſoppreſs'd, or the whole Nation muſt ſuffer 
another Revolution. oe 

This made their Suggeſtion the moſt 
plain Deluſion that we have ſeen in this 
Age, and I wonder, they ſhould be fo 
weak to amuſe themſelves and their Friends 
in ſuch a Manner. 

And how blank do they look ? How ſi- 
lently do they muſe over the Votes, after 
they have read the Reſolutions of Replica- 
tion, and of preſent at the Trial of 
the Door? How do they reproach one 
another with their former Notions ? —— 
Aud. how yet more dull will they be, when 
they come to ſee the Concluſion of this 
Tragi-Comedy ? — When they hall find 
the Doctrine of Non Reſiſtance exploded, 
the Defender of it cenſur d, the Futute ad- 
vancing that vile Abfurdity threatned, 
to defend 


his Native Rights aſſerted, and all this by 
L 


the united Legiſlature of- Britain. 


